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examines desegregation school funding testing vouchers bilingual education multicultural
education and ability grouping these seem to be separate problems but much of the contention
over them comes down to the same thing an apparent conflict between policies designed to
promote each student s ability to pursue success and those designed to insure the good of all
students or the nation as a whole the authors show how polices to promote individual
success too often benefit only those already privileged by race or class the book also
examines issues such as creationism and afrocentrism
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philip roth and the american liberal tradition offers a fresh reading of the later career
development of one of america s most celebrated authors through a contextual analysis of a
select number of texts this innovative study discusses how famed novels such as american
pastoral and the plot against america demonstrate philip roth s considerable interest in
mapping by means of his unique literary talent the changing shape and fortunes of american
liberalism since the 1930s by viewing these novels and other seminal works of his later period
through a wider historical lens this book informs readers of the myriad ways in which roth s
major phase of writing since the mid 1990s has shown considerableconcern with questions of
class ethnicity race gender and literary culture all of which have been key components in the
shifting intellectual and political makeup of american liberal ideology from the new deal to
our present time this bookgoes beyond a mere historical analysis by taking a new look at how
roth s experimentations in narrative style and his appeal to ahistorical notions of literary
tradition rest in complex alignment with his fictional treatment of aspects of american history
this novel work of criticism demonstrates a heightened awareness of roth s career length
fascination with the formal characteristics of fiction making clear to its audience that any
reductively linear reading of roth as a political novelist should be avoided at all costs
ultimately philip roth and the american liberal tradition offers a stimulatingly intelligent
approach to the art of one of america s true literary titans providing the focused reader with
a nuanced understanding of how roth s fiction has been shaped by the various competing strains
in his dual roles as a disinterested formalist aesthete on the one hand and as a politically
engaged author on the other

the american left on trial a critical examination of the american left s relationship with the
soviet union the american left has a long and complicated history with the soviet union in the
early 20th century many american leftists saw the soviet union as a model for a more just and
equitable world however the soviet union s repressive policies and its alliance with nazi
germany during world war ii led many american leftists to reconsider their support after world
war ii the cold war divided the world into two rival blocs with the united states and the
soviet union at the head of each bloc the cold war led to a new wave of anti communist
sentiment in the united states and many american leftists were accused of being communist
sympathizers in the 1960s and 1970s the american left began to re evaluate its relationship
with the soviet union the vietnam war and the rise of the counterculture led many young
americans to question the cold war consensus some american leftists began to argue that the
soviet union was not as bad as it had been made out to be and that it was possible to have a
positive relationship with the soviet union without being a communist however the soviet union
s invasion of afghanistan in 1979 and its subsequent crackdown on dissent led to a new wave
of anti communist sentiment in the united states the american left was once again divided over
the issue of how to deal with the soviet union the collapse of the soviet union in 1991 led to
a new period of reassessment for the american left some american leftists argued that the
collapse of the soviet union was a sign that socialism was no longer a viable alternative to
capitalism others argued that the collapse of the soviet union was a temporary setback and
that socialism would eventually triumph today the american left is still divided over the issue
of how to deal with russia the successor state to the soviet union some american leftists
believe that russia is a threat to the united states and its allies while others believe that
russia is a potential partner in the fight against global inequality and injustice the american
left on trial is a critical examination of the american left s relationship with the soviet union
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the book argues that the american left has often been too willing to overlook the soviet union
s crimes and that this has led to a weakening of the american left s moral authority the book
also argues that the american left needs to develop a more nuanced understanding of the
soviet union and its legacy the soviet union was a complex and contradictory society and it is
impossible to reduce it to a simple good or evil the american left needs to learn from the soviet
union s mistakes but it also needs to recognize the soviet union s achievements the american left
on trial is a timely and important book it challenges the american left to confront its own
history and to develop a more sophisticated understanding of the soviet union the book is
essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the american left and its relationship
with the world if you like this book write a review
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